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The Link between Tertiary Science Education and 
Employability 

 
Guest Editors: Dr Louise Kuchel (UQ), Prof Janet Hergt (UMelb)  

and Stephanie Beames (UQ) 
 
The link between tertiary education and employment is not strong for science graduates, 
with as few as 20% employed in technical sciences following graduation (Graduate Careers 
Australia, 2011; University of Sydney, 2008). General degrees in particular lack direct input 
and feedback from employers, and as such, are in danger of becoming irrelevant to 
workplace practices and needs, whilst vocational degrees, on the other hand, can be too 
specific. A tertiary education that combines the benefits of developing a scientific way of 
thinking (Harris, 2012) with skills that enable graduates to integrate into a range of 
employment pathways is powerful for students, employers and tertiary institutions alike.  
In this special issue we will showcase research that identifies needs and solutions, as well as 
examples of innovative learning activities and assessments, which enable students to apply 
their undergraduate learning in the workplace. Examples from vocational and non-vocational 
programs are welcome, including those in early stages of development as well as mature and 
tested practices and research. 

Papers should be between 3000-6000 words in length. Guidelines for authors are available 
at: escholarship.usyd.edu.au/journals/index.php/CAL/about/submissions#authorGuidelines 
 
Abstracts due: 28 August, 2015 
Interested authors should initially submit a 250-word abstract for consideration to 
s.beames@uq.edu.au. This expression of interest is to help ensure that the final edition 
addresses a broad range of disciplines and challenges. 
 
Manuscripts due: 30 October, 2015 
Reviews will be returned in November, with final versions due December 2015 
This special issue will be published online in early 2015 at: 
escholarship.usyd.edu.au/journals/index.php/CAL 
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