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Location: Room 242, Level 2, Alice Hoy Building (Ground level, use entrance closest to Swanston Street),  Monash 
Road, University of Melbourne, Parkville. Map at: http://go.unimelb.edu.au/3co 

Friday, 21st June, 2013 

9:30 am to 10:00 am Registration and Coffee 

10:00 am to 10:15 am Welcome and Introductions: Dr Deb King 

10:15 am to 10:30 am Overview of project and workshop 

10:30 am to 12:00 am 
(includes break for morning tea) 

Identifying the key issues in first year mathematics - Group discussion 

12:00 am to 12:45 pm 
Evaluating the effectiveness of your teaching – Presented by Emeritus Professor 
Carmel McNaught, Centre for Learning Enhancement And Research, 

The Chinese University of Hong Kong. 

12:45 pm to 1:45 pm Lunch 

1:45 pm to 2:00pm 
What can AMSI do to help with first year transition? - Presented by Janine 
McIntosh – Schools Manager, Australian Mathematical Sciences Institute 

2:00 pm to 3:15 pm 
Maths Assessment tasks – A practical session conducted by Assoc. Prof Cristina 
Varsavsky, Assoc. Dean (Education) Faculty of Science, Monash University.  

3:15 pm to 3:45 pm Afternoon Tea 

3:45 pm to 4:45 pm 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Australian Council of Deans of Science Teaching and Learning Centre, 

presented by Assoc. Prof Elizabeth Johnson, OLT Fellow, Assoc. Dean (Academic) Faculty 
of Science, Technology and Engineering, La Trobe University.  

 
Networking and promoting your role, presented by Assoc. Prof. Manjula Sharma, 

Faculty of Science, Director - Institute for Innovation in Science and Mathematics 

Education, University of Sydney. 
 

4:45pm – 6:00pm 
Drinks – Sponsored by Australian Mathematical Sciences Institute. 
 

http://go.unimelb.edu.au/3co
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Dr Deb King is the project leader. She is the Assistant Dean for Undergraduate 
Programs in the Faculty of Science at the University of Melbourne and has been 
Director of First Year Studies and Director of the Mathematics and Statistics 
Learning Centre for the past five years. As such she manages a large, world-class 
teaching unit which has 7 academic staff, runs in excess of 250 tutorials and lab 
classes per week, deals with over 4000 separate student enrolments with students 

from every degree program being represented, 60 sessional tutors and lecturers, and the myriad 
of issues that arise in a complex teaching department. She mentors new lecturers and runs 
training programs for new tutors. 
 

 

 Dr Adrian Koerber is the Director of First Year Studies in the School of 
Mathematical Sciences at the University of Adelaide. During this time he has 
spearheaded the School’s “Maple T.A. project”, the aim of which has been to 
improve the use of computer aided assessment in large first and second year 
courses. In January 2012 Adrian took on the role of Director of First Year Studies 

in the School, leading a team of staff responsible for the delivery of first year courses to well over 
1000 students each semester. Throughout his career he has been, and remains, committed to 
improving outcomes for students.  
 
  

Assoc. Professor Leon Poladian is the Teaching Director (Applied) within the School 
of Mathematics and Statistics at the University of Sydney and a member of the 
Teaching Education Advisory Board for the Faculty of Education and Social Work. He 
has received the Vice-Chancellor's Award for Supporting the Student Experience 

(2004), Science Faculty Citation for Service Teaching in first year, and an ALTC Citation for 
teaching mathematics to life science students (2011). He is also Director of the ANU-AAMT 
National Mathematics Summer School and coordinator of the Sydney University Mathematics 
Bridging Courses. In a former incarnation Leon was a research-only fellow for 15 years in optics 
and photonics holding three successive ARC fellowships. He continues his research on optics, 
optimisation and evolution. 
 

 

Professor Jo Ward is Dean of Science at Curtin University and is the only Australian 
mathematician who is also a Dean of Science. She has particular interests and 
expertise in first year learning and teaching. Jo has extensive experience in all 
levels of undergraduate mathematics teaching, including service teaching into 
Engineering and other Science courses. She held the position of Program Chair for 

Mathematics for 6 years at Murdoch University where she was responsible for the academic 
oversight and day to day management of coursework activities. She oversaw a major restructure 
of the course, led the introduction of technology in teaching and the development of graduate 
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and course learning outcomes - before these became more commonplace. She introduced and 
oversaw the innovative Mathematics Clinic which provided peer support to first and second year 
students of mathematics for many years. She was also a long serving member of Murdoch’s 
Academic Council, Committee on University Entrance (chair for 5 years), and Education Policy 
Committee. 
 

 Joann Cattlin is the project manager for First Year in Maths, based at the University of 
Melbourne. She has previously worked as a research officer on a variety of research 
projects at RMIT, including an ALTC funded project on academic standards in 
professional masters degrees. Prior to this she was as a reference librarian at the 

University of Ballarat and has an interest in supporting transition of first year students. 
 
 

 Emeritus Professor Carmel McNaught joined The Chinese University of Hong 
Kong in January 2002. She was formerly Head of Professional Development in 
Learning Technology Services at RMIT University. Since the early 1970s, she has 
worked in teaching and research in higher education in Australasia, southern Africa 

and Britain in the discipline areas of chemistry, science education, equity in education, second-
language learning, eLearning, and higher-education curriculum and policy matters. 
 

 Assoc. Professor Cristina Varsavsky holds and education focused position and is 
currently Deputy Dean for Science at Monash University. Her interests in scholarship 
of learning and teaching include broad areas of mathematics and science education. 
She has over eighty publications in the areas of technology in maths education, 
curriculum development, transferrable skills, and the interface of mathematics 

education between secondary school and university. She is currently the leader of a national 
project on mathematics assessment, a leader of the science and mathematics education national 
network SaMnet, and the chair of the 2013 DELTA international conference on undergraduate 
mathematics and statistics education. 

 
 Assoc. Professor Elizabeth Johnson is the Associate Dean Academic in the Faculty 
of Science, Technology and Engineering at La Trobe University and leads curriculum 
renewal in the Faculty. Major projects include La Trobe's Design for Learning project 
which embeds graduate capabilities into a renewed curriculum across the Faculty, and 
the Pathways in Science project which is a major review and development of courses.   

Liz trained as a plant biochemist and contributes to teaching in foundation biochemistry at La 
Trobe. Liz's current research interests are in the scholarship of teaching and learning.  Current 
research projects focus on strategies for curriculum development in the sciences, quantitative 
literacy support mechanisms and teaching scientific inquiry.  From July 2012-June 2013, Liz 
Johnson is working as an OLT national fellow with the ACDS to build strong relationships. 
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 Associate Professor Manjula Sharma completed her Bachelors at The University 
of the South Pacific, PhD and MEd at Sydney. She is the Director of the Institute for 
Innovation in Science and Mathematics Education, heads the Sydney University Physics 
Education Research group and Leads SaMnet, the Science and Mathematics network of 
Australian University Educators. Prof Sharma has some 80 refereed publications and 

book chapters in science and mathematics education, and has received repeated funding. Her 
work is recognised internationally through research partnerships and service on the Editorial 
Boards and Conference committees. She has been awarded the Australian Institute for Physics 
Education Medal in 2012, ALTC Team Citation for Outstanding Contributions to Student Learning 
in 2008 and Vice-Chancellor’s Award for Excellence in Teaching in 2006. 

 

 Janine McIntosh is the schools Manager at the Australian Mathematical Sciences 
Institute (AMSI) where she works with schools to build their mathematics programs. 
Part of her role is involved with the pipeline into tertiary education and providing 
information to teachers, students and their parents about careers in mathematics 

and mathematics in careers. Janine hopes to build connections into first year programs in maths 
departments to improve the dissemination of information about mathematics and the career 
opportunities it can provide.  

 

 

 
 


